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indian Express (New Delhi)
26th July 1985

A VICTORY FOR ALL

The Punjab accord represents is near a national
consensus as might be expected on a matter that
aroused such passions and all but tore the country
apart. It is a triumph for the democratic process and
the ultimate maturity of the indian people. The Prime
Minister and his colleagues will be hailed by a grateful
nation for moving towards an agreement with
determination and dispatch and concluding it in what
was essentially a single continuous session around
the clock over two days to tie up a neat and fair
package. Mr Harchand Singh Longowél and his advisers
have shown great statesmanship fortitude and courage
in rising above the bitterness of the past. Theirs was
the more difficult task in a way after the emotional
trauma of the past 14 months and the continued
Sniping from hard liners in their own camp and the
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pressure of extremists and terrorists, Hi
due to the Punjab Governor Mr Arjun g;
patience, tact and sympathy enabled hi
bridge of understanding. The Opposition
has readily acclaimed the accord thereby
it is seen as a national solution, above
controversy. As the signatories. Mr Raji
Mr Longowal themselves acknowledge, t
brings to an end a period of confrontati
pr_bmote and strengthen the unity an
India. "This is a victory for all."

gh Dfalse
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The Memorandum is comprehensive, Most of the
heads of agreement are in terms that were available
two of more years ago. This is no time for recrimination,
but there is a larger lesson in this for everybody in the
heavy price in blood paid for past default. The one
notable departure is the decision that Fazilka and
Abohar remain with Punjab on the entirely reasonable
basis of contiguity, with the vi‘llage as the unit. This
precludes territorial claims based on the dangerous
and pernicious corridor principle which should never
have been entertained. With this red herrings out of
the way, the territorial question has been simply
resolved by awarding the Chandigarh capital' project
area to Punjab (where it legitimatley belongs) and
setting up a commission to award some Hindi speaking
areas of Punjab to Haryana by January 26 by way of
Compensation. Additionally Haryana will by the earlier
understanding be assisted by the Centre to build a
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_ _apital which will in the course of time be seen
e tremendous boon the true value of which has
as @ ely not been recognised by Haryanvis thus far.
straﬂ‘sé}haring of Ravi-Beas waters will be refered to a
:::unal under a supreme Court Judge, whose award
shall be binding. The Anandpur Sahib Resolution,
which had needlessly been made into a huge bogey,
is be -efered to the Sarkaria Commission insofar as it
elates to Centre State relations. Mr Longowal had
long back stated that the document was not
seccesslonist and the Memorandum says that it is
intended to "bring out the true federal characteristics

of our unitary Constitution.™

The Settlement covers a number of collateral
issues. Compensation is to be paid to all innocent
victims of violence and for loss of property after
August 1, 1982 Sikhs have been assured that like, all
citizens, they have a right to enrol in the Army and
that recruitment will be on merit as before the scope
of the November riots inquiry has been widened to
include Bokaro and Kanpur which were the scene of
the worst incidents after Delhi those discharged from
the Army after Operation Bluestar are to be
rehabilitated in gainful employment; the notification
applying the Armed Forces Special Powers Act to
Punjab has been withdrawn and special courts will
be abolished except for cases pertaining to offences
of waging war and hijacking. By this the Akali Dal has
again distanced itself from past acts of terrorism.
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Finally an all India Gurdwara Act is 1o b -
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few minor issues have not been Coverag antjd'A

dre

presumably not being pressed. Many of them o

no more than bargaining counters, Vi

Mr Longowal has called a meeting of hjg dist
presidents and legislators in Anandpur tq take Sto:;
of the situation. Mr Badal has been sulking of late
and has yet to declare his hand. He is basically With
Mr Longowal and will be putting paid to his Political
career if he sits on the fence much longer, The
Joginder singh group and others with more extreme
views stand on the fringe and face increasing isolation,
The .terrorists both at home and abroad will fret ang
fume. Even thbugh they may attempt to strike ang
could retain a nuisance value for some time whatever
"cause" they espoused has disappeared. Mr Bhajan
Lal's support is reassuring and while there may be
some efforts to organise protest by Mr Deyi Lal and
other Opposition leaders in Haryana this is unlikely to
gather any momentum Haryana's intrest have been
safeguarded and it can be compensated in other ways
too. A section of the Chandigarh population may be
disappointed. But an amicable settlement that restores
and strengthens Hindu-Sikh amity should be no cause

for anxiety.

The process of implementation of the Settlement ‘
is time bound but must be closely monitored.
Emotions are still raw and matters must be handled
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g dalfpEoy and grace. Presidents's rule will lapse in
0ctoPe which leaves ample time for a general

Jlection- The political process can now resume in
punjab and new alignments may be expected to
smerge- A political understanding that facilitates power
sharing with the Akalis could provide a useful balm.
The Memorandum of Settlement is a splendid
achievement. Let all sides join to consolidate the gains.
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The Telegraph (Calcutta)
25th July 1985

THANK YOU PRIME MINISTER:
THANK YOU, SANT

At forty minutes past five o'clock yesterday,
history was made. Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and
Sant Harchand Singh Longowal, president of the
Shiromani Akali Dal and "dictator" of the Akali morcha
signed a memorandum of which the nation has been
waiting so long. Not only has the wait been long, it
has also been dangerous. No confrontation or problem
since 1947 has driven our young democratic nation
80 close to disintegration, or the people so close to
despair. There have been moments in the last five
Years perhaps too many of them when it seemed that
the nightmare had taken such a grip on the nation's
destiny that the country would never wake up, that
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dawn would never come. An impudent vgjag 5
which arose from Punjab, gradually spread agyq,
land, touching and hurting corners of gy Dayer
Suspicion bred distorted response; bad decisis e,
chased immature provocation; the dagger ang tp, gzs
followed the invective from pulpit or platform, To b:
rescued from this despair is a gift which the Nation

must be truly thankful for.

hatg
8 the

The details of the crisis in Punjab are tgq well
known to need repetition, but the primary lesson o
the unravelling is the extent of difference that the
quality of government can make. There is nothing iy
the memorandum signed yesterday which could not
have been agreed upon five years ago. But between
1980 and 1985 all we saw was 4@ vicious cycle of
deterioration, as inept governance fed extremist
rhetoric and the rhetoric bred first confusion and then
violence. Mrs Indira Gandhi inherited a comparatively
minor problem in Punjab; by the end of her term an
Operation Bluestar had become essential to rid the
Golden Temple of an armed set of mischief makers
who were determined to challenge a modern and
confident nation state. Mrs Indira Gandhi paid the
saddest price possible for this and her assassination
let slip hounds which once again gnawed at-the
ideological foundation of our country. The elections
turned into a referendum on the nation's unity and
the people were near unanimous in their faith in the
young man who promised to guard it. But when RalV
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Gandhi became Prime Minister by a massive mandate
instead of just a parliamentary majority, he also
inherited a legacy on Pumjab which could hardly have
been WOrSe. Not only was he heir to all the problems
of his mother’s government but there was also the
burden of the after math of the post assassination
riots. Sikhs believed and Opposition parties openly
alleged that the Prime Minister himself was guilty of
a hand in the riots. In a little more than six months,
Rajiv Gandhi has travelled a distance on Punjab which
even his friends might have found hard to believe had
this been predicted in January. Gradually the tension
was eased, the Akali leaders released, the peasantry
of Punjab wooed tempers given time to cool, the spirit
of confrontation wound down, the hand of trust and
friendship offered and 'thankfully' grasped. Much of
the credit for this must go to a man who has made
such a difference to the Punjab, and therefor to our
nation's history, Arjun Singh. Clearly it was an inspired
decision which sent him as governor to the most
difficult state in the country. What he and the Prime
Minister have done is reinforce the nation's faith in
the virtue of negotiation and democracy. And they
have also shown that when governments have the will
then there is no reason for delay. What had seemed
impossible for so long through so many interminable
bipartite and tripartite and secret and not so secret
talks was resolved in just two days of talks was only
at ten am on Tuesday that Rajiv Gandhi met Sant
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Longowal for the first time as Prime Minister. By 5.4¢
of Wednesday evening the agreement had been Signeg
ngant Longowal has steered his boat through Ver\;
difficult circumstances. The Prime Minister hag als
shown great sagacity and statesmanship,» This
statement was made on Tuesday by a man wh has
also played a significant if quiet role in this Success
Inder Gujral. That is an apt assessment. We hope thg
other political leaders will show similar, qualities, and
that the nation will be soon able to put the Punjap
problem behind it. Implicit in the end of every chapte
is the beginning of a new one. We pray that from
today the history of Punjab will once again be written

in gold- not in blood.:
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Tribuneé
24th July 1985

A HOPEFUL SIGNAL

By Prem Bhatia

News from and about Punjab has been so
consistently bad for four years that any hopeful signal
must bring much-needed relief. Thus Sant Harchand
Singh Longowal's meeting with the Prime Minister
becomes the silver lining in the cheerless sky everyone
except the defeatists and the demolition squad of
political extremists and unapologetic saboteurs was
looking for. The very fact that the two met in Delhi
was d matter for satifaction in the midst of a
disheartening stalemate. The Akali Dal President's

journey was a response which holds the promise of
more.

Although the announcement about the meeting
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made on Monday evening was d'aMatic n
communication between the twg throug;] Ndirgq,
intermediaries had preceded the event. By ittrUSt&d
the Prime Minister's initiative that the ice wag Vl;’as at
and Sant Harchand Singh overcame hjs reluctanmken
sit face to face with a person whom he haq o Ce t,
to criticise almost until the last minute before
out for Delhi. As Mr Rajiv Gandhi told Members
the Congress (l) in Parliament on Monday, it ha:f
been "positive signs” of a change of mgoq amon:
leaders of the Akali Dal (L).

ntinUQU

This was indeed true, hesitations and retractions
not withstanding. The Sant had, first, to guarg his
flanks against salvoes from determined Opponents
whose political bread and butter lies in brave tal.
howsoever unrealistic-and second, to take cognizance
of the suspicions of some of his own followers, But
he had the advantage of some counsel from associates
like Mr. Surjit Singh Barnala and Mr Balwant Singh,
Even reputed hardliners such as Mr Gurcharan Singh
Tohra do not have many options other than submission
to the dream world of the "united" faction led by the
father of the late Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale.
Mr Parkash Singh Badal's participation is still half
hearted, but his seeming resistance is governed largely
by his displeasure with the party chief and will be
ended if the Prime Minister's initiative proves fruitful
and members of the Badal group in Baba Joginder

140

/)'.'J,p).%



) ‘%WﬁmsWWMMHT:WWWEﬁE&ﬁ

singh's camp are enabled to return to the fold with

honOUl'.

5o far so good. An important step forward has
been taken, but it is only the first step in a field
strewn with obstacles. The drama of the meeting itself
will not be repeated through an immediate conclusive
second step. The Sant will not give to his talks with
the Prime Minister on Monday the label of
"negotiations“. But that is a technical satisfaction to
which he is entitled. The substantive part of the event
is the occurrence of it. Gradually but surely, the Akalis,
"demands" are being met, the end of the special courts
being the latest of these. The rest can be negotiated
instead of being used as roadblocks. The Sant must
remember that Mr Rajiv Gandhi has to take care of
public opinion as much as the Akali Chief has to.

A general election strictly according to schedule
would be most welcome but adherence to the
prescribed date at any cost is not an imperative
necessity. A more important need is to rebuild mutual
confidence. For his part the Prime Minister has no
political vested interests in prolonging the stalemate.
Nor can the Akalis hope to gain for themselves or for
the community they represent any further advantages
through continued resistance to negotiations for a
settlement. The real issue is the future of Punjab, of
the two principal communities that live here and of

the country as a whole. The stakes are as simple as
that,
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News Time
23 July 1985

WHY NOT ELECTIONS IN PUNJAB?

There seems to be considerable doubt as to
whether the elections due in Punjab in the next two
months will be held on time. Last September, the
Constitution was amended to extend President’s Rule
by a year. This extension ends on October 5. Unless
the Constitution is amended again, a popular ministry
will have to be installed in Punjab by October 6. Some
time ago the Union Minister of State for Law, Mr H.R.
Bharadwaj had indicated that the Centre was thinking
in terms of holding the Punjab elections on time. This
was promptly denied, but there still lingered some
hopes that the elections would be held. However, the
Punjab Governor, Mr Arjun Singh, has indicated that
the elections may be postponed beyond the
Constitutional deadline of October 5.
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In recent months, the Central GOVBfnment b
taken a number of positive steps, including lifting th:
ban on the All India Sikh Student's Federation, releags
of detenus, etc. The Longowal faction of the Akali
Dal by all accounts the dominant faction i the party
has also made encouraging noise about S0Me of th
Government's measures. Sant Harchang Singh
Longowal himself has taken positive steps tq bridge
the gap between the Hindus andthe Sikhs, Though
the Punjab tangle is nowhere near a solution, these
signs are more than mere straws in the wing, They
constitute the base on which it is possible to construct
a superstructure of lasting conciliation. In the eyent

" free and fair elections in Punjab would seem to be

desirable.

The benefit of the elections would be twofolg,
First a popular government in Punjab would be able
to relieve the Centre of at least some of its worries.
Second, if the Akalis win, as they are expected to,
they too would have an interest in solving the Punjab
problem rather than prolonging it. Further, the
pretensions of extremists based at home and abroad
would be exposed if the Akalis were to win the
elections in Punjab. The detailed figures of the 1981
census show that the number of Sikhs has gone up
in Punjab bbth in absolute numbers and percentage
terms, compared to 1971. Since 1981, many more
Sikhs have migrated to Punjab as they felt unsafe
elsewhere in the country. There should be no
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. nsion among the Sikhs that they would be
appre® of their fair share of power. Considering all
done O'Uta pears that free and fair elections in Punjab
these, ft a zua non for a return to sanity. It is to behoped
a;etat:;; imperative will not be sacrificed at the altar
; fapolitical expediency.
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Times of India
26 July 1985

THE CLOUD LIFTS

The whole Country has heaved a sigh of relief
over the Rajiv Longowal accord on Akaii demands.
And all articulate sections of society as represented
in various political parties have welcomed it-
enthusiastically and unequivocally. The cloud of
uncertainty and anxiety that had hovered over Punjab
and adjoining states where the Sikhs form a significant
section of the population has lifted for the time-being.
Indeed so dramatic has been the change in the
atmosphere in the past three days beginning
Wednesday (July 24) when Sant Longowal first
conferred with Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi that it is
becoming difficult to believe that the nation had faced
a genuine threat to its unity and integrity. This is of
course not a sudden development. The situation in
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Punjab and therefore in adjoining areas had
ease last March when Sqnt Longowal ang ot
leaders were released and Mr Arjun Singh, till 4,

chief minister of Madhya Pradesh wag apDOintBn
governor in Chandigarh. In May it lookeq as if Akeq
extremists had managed to regroup themselyeg Undah
the nominal leadership of Baba Joginder Sigh a:(:
that they would be able to seize the leadership of the
Sikh community from Sant Longowa| and his
supporters and thereby to prepare the ground fq,
another confrontation with the Centre. But thjs threat
did not materialise. Sant Longowal asserted himsels
skilfully and successfully, allowing the government t,
continue its efforts to defuse the situation and tg
pave the way for an eventual agreement with him.

her Aka;

The agreement has materialised much faster than
most observers expected. That it was on the cards
had become clear some weeks ago when reports began
to appear in the press suggesting that it -might be
possible to hold elections in Punjab before October 6
when President's rule is due to end under the existing
arrangement. Even so optimism appeared premature
to a lot of observers. But apparently Mr Arjun Singh
had covered more ground in his secret parleys with
Sant Longowal and closest aides than most of us
thought, the governor's frequent visits to New Delhi
and meetings with the Prime Minister not with
standing. He must be congratulated for having fulfilled
his assignment in such a short time - less than five
months. He had, of course, a number of advantages.
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The Akalis headed by Sant Longowal were looking for
5 way out of the corner into which they had put
themselVves: they were under pressure from Sikhs,
especially outside Punjab to reach a settlement with
the government; and above all Mr Rajiv Gandhi was
prepared to go to any lengths to accommodate the
Longowal Akalis so long as they were willing to
function within the frame work of the Constitution
which, from their point of view they had never
challenged. But it requires skill to take advantage of
favourable factors. Mr Arjun Singh has demonstrated
that he possesses that skill.

As for Mr Gandhi, he has been as good as his
word. He had put Punjab as the first item on his list
of priorities and he had said more than once that
every Akali demand could be considered
sympathetically provided they did not challenge the
Constitution and the country's unity and integrity.
He was prepared to meet sant Longowal more than
three quarters of the way and he has done so. From
the immediate popular response it would appear that
the Indians people have been similarly disposed. They
seem to have been anxious to put behind them the
tragic developments of the past three four years in
Punjab and to accept almost any Akali terms, incuding
a possible enactment of an All India Gurdwara Act, as
the basis of for peace in the State. Mr. Longowal has
had his own compulsions to go in for an agreement

with the government and push it through as fast as
possible..... :
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