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SONIA GANDHI Phones : 23019080

PRESIDENT

ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE
24, AKBAR ROAD, NEW DELHI - 110011

You have chosen a wonderful theme for the Memorial Lecture in honour of your father this
year. In these times, when divisions between our different communities are being created,
and our democratic rights curtailed, we need more than ever to promote and celebrate India’s
diversity and to defend our fundamental rights. Shri Arjun Singhji himself cherished our
diversity and was a proud upholder of India’s secular, pluralistic and democratic traditions.
He saw education as a means of broadening the mind of the young generation rather than as
a tool for promoting a narrow and intolerant ideology, as is increasingly being done these
days. He was always conscious of the rights, welfare and dignity of every citizen, especially
the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, the minorities, women and other vulnerable sections
of our society. Such concern seems sadly lacking today, as recent incidents have shown.

Yours Sincerely,
AW

Sonia Gandhi






33, Lodhi Estate

New Delhi - 110003

Telefax : 24651313, 24623838
Fax : 24653800

MOTILAL VORA, MP

Friend, Philospher & Guide

I have had a long innings with him. I have many memories of those days, which I could share
with you but for the paucity of space, I limit myself to one or two incidents which would show
the closeness between us.

Sometime in 1984, while Shri Arjun Singh was the Chief Minister, Madhya Pradesh, I was appointed
by late Smt Indira Gandhi ji as President, Madhya Pradesh Congress Committee. Immediately, after
taking charge, I went to Vallabh Bhavan - the Madhya Pradesh Secretariat - to call upon
Shri Arjun Singhji. He immediately came out to meet me and told me that in future, I as President
PCC, should not come to Vallabh Bhavan to meet the Chief Minister. Instead, I could send a message
for the Chief Minister who would see me at the Party Headquarters. He always felt that the President
of the State Unit of the Party should be held in high esteem and he maintained what he said.

I had the occasion to work in the council of Ministers under Shri Arjun Singhji. I was assigned
the charge of Minister of State (Independent charge) for Higher Education. True to the
connotation /ndependent Charge, I was given a totally free hand to function. It was during this
period that we, in Madhya Pradesh, established around 100 new colleges- the largest number so
far, in Tribal and backward areas also. During the period there was no college in Jagdalpur.
I consulted Shri Arjun Singh and we were able to establish eight colleges in the area.

I had the occasion of also working with him when he was the Leader of Opposition in the
Madhya Pradesh Assembly in 1977. His founctioning was truly democratic inasmuch as he used to
consult me and other leaders on all the issues which he wanted to raise in the Assembly.

In his death, the country lost a towering personality and I a personal friend, philosopher and guide.

With good wishes, M Yours truly

ALY

Motilal Vora
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MOHSINA KIDWAI

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
(RAJYA SABHA)

Batey Kum Kaam Zyaada

In today's times whenever I think of Arjun Singh Ji, I always think of him as a great visionary,
a soft spoken human being and a true Congressman. Congress ideology ran in his veins.
" Batey Kum Kaam Zyaada" signifies Arjun Singhji’s style of work.

Arjun Singh ji held many posts during his tenure, he rose to become the Congress Vice
President, Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Union Cabinet Minister and was also the Governor
in terror ridden State of Punjab and signed the historical Rajiv Gandhi Longowal peace accord.

I still remember that when he was the HRD Minister he started a scheme called " Hunar "
specially for Muslim girls craftsmen, artisans and individual skilled workers, he envisioned
the need for skill development in the nineties (1992-94) which hold so true in today’s
age. Many State Govts. adopted this scheme and I have been told it has done very
well in Bihar. This shows how he was always ahead of his times.

He was a man of few words and worked relentlessly, focusing on the poor. All his
thoughts were centered around upliftment of the needy class of India. Many a times people
had a wrong impression that he was not paying attention to thier small requests such as
transfers, postings and job seekers etc. In one such experience of mine over a transfer of
a very poor man in U.P. whose son was posted in M.P. when Arjun Singh ji was the CM of
M.P. T was surprised when I received a copy of the transfer within a fortnight. His grasp on
problems facing the needy was so sharp that no one went back disappointed.

Another very pleasant memory I would like to share is that when Rajiv ji was the P.M.,he
had a Cabinet meeting in Sariska wild life sanctuary,we were the only lucky ones to see
a tiger as we had taken a route based on Arjun ji instincts. This showed his general
perception of all things from natural habitat to human kindness. Yours truly

H

Mohsina Kidwai






DIGVIJAY SINGH

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
(RAJYA SABHA)

64, Lodhi Estate

New Delhi - 110001
Telefax : 011-24628655 (R)
011-23019373 (O)

Remembering a Mentor

I had the good fortune to work closely with the late Shri Arjun Singhji, one of the finest
minds in Indian politics through the decades beginning the late 50s and ending right up
to the first decade of the 21st century, right from my early days in politics. He was my
mentor through thick and thin. I remember him fondly and often miss his wise counsel.

When I first became the member of the Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assembly in 1977,
he was the leader of the Congress party, which then occupied the opposition benches.

My learning curve with him began from that point onwards. It then continued through
my years in state and national politics.

Fortunately, the '77 Janata experiment was short-lived. Due to ideological difference and
clash of ambitions they did not last the full term and the country was plunged into a mid-
term election. Under the sterling leadership of Indiraji, the people of the country voted
the Congress back to power in 1980 both at the centre and the state of Madhya Pradesh.
Arjun Singhji then became the Chief Minister of the state and with his blessings I was
inducted as a junior minister with the portfolios of agriculture, fisheries, animal husbandry
and irrigation. It was in those years under his guidance that I came face to face with the
#Jroblems of the state. During his years as Chief Minister, Arjun Singhji laid the foundation
of a modern industrialised Madhya Pradesh that was fully committed to the socialist ideals
%f the welfare of the weaker sections and the minorities. If the seeds of all the industrial
tactivity that we see in the state today be in Mandideep, Pithampur were sown by him, then
he also pioneered the Soyabean revolution that has brought prosperity to the farmers in
the state.

He had the foresight to set-up a plant for the manufacture of optical fibre cables ( that
carry all the telecom signals in this era of 4G communication) way back in the 80s. But he
also dove-tailed this with a genuine welfare based approach launching schemes for the




erants of pattas to the homeless slum dwellers, along with single point electricj,
comnections and announcing bonus for the poor pluckers of tendu leaves, transform;p,
them from workers to owners. It was characteristic of his determination and administratir\:g
calibre that these welfare schemes had to be continued by the successive governments eve;
though these were ideologically opposed to such measures. Sl

While, 1 do owe my administrative insights to his early mentoring during my days a a‘
legislator, minister and parliamentarian, and subsequently through the various assignments
I have had in the party organisation, the most valuable and enduring lessons have been iy
the field of secularism and communal harmony. He had an uncompromising approach oy
these issues and was prepared to pay any price to uphold these values. I have adhered to
the same principles all my life.
He was also a great 'team player' in the modern sense of the word. Though he had ;
reputation of standing by his supporters, he would always be mindful of the party interests
and would even carry along those 'opposed' to him. This was reflected in the tremendous

l

electoral successes he achieved for the party in the state and national elections of the 1980
and 84, when the Congress domination of the state was total. The same approach was
reflected in his relations with the leaders from the rival parties, first the Bharatiya Jana

Sangh and then the BJP. He never brought in any bitterness in the political field. |

In so far as his remarkable personal qualities are concerned, he had enormous patience
and courage, and was meticulous to the point of being obsessed with perfection. He had
excellent command over the use of English and Hindi language. Though extremely sof
spoken he was a convincing public speaker, never raising his voice. As a parliamentarian,
he excelled both in debates and steering the legislative agenda to suit his politics. On® Ofg
his less remembered performances as the leader of the Lok Sabha in the initial days of the

1991 P. V. Narasimha Rao government was when the prime minister was not a member y
any house of the parliament. |

Arjun Singhji was also a strong believer in some of the long standing principles of of
school politics. Never to betray the confidence once reposed in you was his gu! m%
mantra and this came across through every crisis that he handled —be it the Bhopalln%i}
tragedy, or the Punjab militancy or the various sensitive assignments in the gove;ﬂ nges,é
and the party. He wag a formidable letter writer and had a detailed record of his eX%* s

}hrough such letters but thep he never put this to "any use." Even when 16 -
autobiography he stuck to these principles.



t Apart from excelling in politics that he deployed for the purposes of development and
 social welfare, Arjun Singhji was a man of high literary taste and refined cultural values.
- It was under his guidance that the Bharat Bhawan in Bhopal emerged as a global multi-
arts centre. It is one of the few places where the modern art lives with the tribal form, and
various performing arts- drama, dance and music can co-exist in the same space. It was a
" mark of his humility that as Chief Minister, he would often quietly walk in and find a place
for himself ( without disturbing others) to enjoy a performance.

b

‘His ability to get the best out of his team and the capacity to absorb different points of
‘view saw him create a band of civil servants and police officers who not only remained
loyal to him but also served the state with remarkable efficiency and skill. Indeed, loyalty
-was a key element with Arjun Singhji, and he stood with the Congress party, and its
leadershlp through generations of changes. He did not buckle under pressure in adverse
circumstances, even during the last days of his life. I salute the memory of such an un-
paralleled mentor.

Yours truly,

i
Digvijay Singh
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A Source of Inspiration

‘I have very fond memories of Sh. Arjun Singh Ji. Ours was a very long and old association.
He was my father’s contemporary in public life and therefore, I knew him since I was a
‘young boy. He was a source of guidance from the moment I entered public life and
someone I always looked upto. Not only was he a very sharp and astute politician but more
‘importantly , a warm-hearted mentor. He was a self-made man whose rise in public life was

| due to his sheer hard work, especially for the progress of the poor and the deprived, will
;‘always be remembered.

I will be eternally grateful for and cherished his presence, despite his ill-health at the time, at the
‘opening of the Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya in Bajrangarh, Guna and the Kendriya Vidyalaya
0 Mungaoli, Ashoknagar in his capacity as the Union Minister for Human Resource
z Deye10pment. His commitment as the HRD Minister was unwavering and admirable and I recall
' a ime when I had made a request to him in my official capacity as the Minister of state for

Communications and Information Technology. I had asked him for Grameen Daak Sevaks
_- ( government postmen) to be considered as official Government of India employees for the
. Purpose of securing the admission of their children in Kendriya Vidyalyas around the country
and he went out of his way to fulfill this request. His willingness to help, speaks volumes about
- his passion for the cause of education and his belief in its power to truly uplift the downtrodden.

,Jl\_Visionary leader, his tenure as the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh saw the state progress in
ilaps and bounds with unprecedented construction of power plants and dams that put
Madhya Pradesh onto the path of development. Sh. Arjun Singh Ji was a dynamic politician and a

Slg}}tfid leader, who is and will remain a source of inspiration for me and other leaders across
€ political spectrum.

%&_V—

Jyotiraditya M. Scindia
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Ph. : 23034254, 23794326
(RAJYA SABHA) Fax : 23012009
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i A Man of Sharp Intellect

_‘ rjun Singhji and I were born only a few months apart and our political careers
q!verlapped for several decades although in different circumstances. I was in contact
with him ever since he was an MLA in Madhya Pradesh and was always impressed
‘ith his sharp intellect and deep commitment to the basic values and ideal of the
] d1an National Congress. Later he rose to be the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh
and was then appointed the Governor of Punjab when the state was going through a
traumatlc experience. He was also the Vice President of the Indian National Congress.
le then returned briefly as Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh before joining Union
Gabinet led by Shri Rajiv Gandhi. He continued as Union Minister from time to time
and was Minister of Human Resource Development in the Cabinet of
]hrl P.V. Narasimha Rao and later Dr. Manmohan Singh.

Throughout his career, Arjun Singhji faced a number of controversial situations
V hich he confronted boldly. He was a man of strong and often controversial views
‘ut he never deviated from the basic principles. He was instrumental in
my being nominated as India’s representative on the Executive Board of UNESCO.
A man of few words, he was a shrewd political player and his overall contribution

Lo post-Independence Indian politics was substantial. Despite his ill health he

U~
Karan Singh
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ARJUN SINGH JI - A Nationalist to the Core

TR I TR S s T

T

It is not easy to write about a good friend, senior colleague Shri Arjun Singh Ji as my
association began several decades ago. We were both contemporaries in Youth Congress
He was senior to me and we met on several occasions as Youth Congress workers. It was_
much later in 1984 when we become good friends he was the CM of Madhya Pradesh and '

I was General Secy. of the Party. From then on till his death we were very close colleagues
in serving the party. :

DRHE .

Arjun Singh Ji was a man who was known for his courage of conviction, commitment to
secularism and crusaded against divisive and communal politics. He also stood for a
pluralistic inclusive society. |



His Nationalist views are remembered by one and all, and his fight for social justice and
unity among all strata of society are some of his sterling qualities. At various meetings
of the CWC, CEC it was very well known that he would stick his neck out for a party
worker or a cause he believed in till the end and not worry about the repercussion on his
own self.

As Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh he introduced the law of Tendu Patta which
benefitted the Poor and tribals of the State- which the tribals feel indebted till date. Such
was his nature for which all party men will remember him always.

As Vice President of the Congress Party (under Shri Rajiv Gandhi Ji as President) I was
the General Secretary of the Party, We worked closely on many issues and were
successful in resolving many problems plaguing the party in the early nineties, Rajiv Ji
entrusted Arjun Singh Ji and myself to speak to Lal Thanhawla the Chief Minister of
Mizoram to resolve the insurgency in the State. After several rounds of talks with
Shri Laldenga the insurgent leader the Mizoram Peace Accord was signed and peace was
brought to the State. Lal Thanhawla had to step down as CM and Laldenga was sworn in
as new Chief Minister. This was only possible because of the tact, diplomatic skills and
insight of Shri Arjun Singh Ji. This was a landmark achievement of the times for which
Lwill always remember him. At the Tirupati session when party elections were held he
?}fép;: rtr;e In great measure and we both won with a good margin as CWC members of

¥
Later as HRD

relﬁvant level

Minister in his first tenure he did transform the education system to a more
by introducing many changes to bring it to International Standards.

i)na Irllilsl s¢cond Tenure as minister of HRD he made many enemies owing to his farsighted
isng.anfi loyalty to the party (which even affected his health) but he never compromised
Principles and worked relentlessly for the benefit of the poor and minorities.

Lwould 1: .
tMesl\giltl}ll(e to remember him as a true Nationalist and an uncompromising leader of his
B complete faith in Secular India.

Onh

{
|
|

A. K. Antony







VIRBHADRA SINGH
CHIEF MINISTER

Ellerslie
Himachal Pradesh
Shimla - 171002

An Asset to the Nation

| had a long association and very good equation with Shri Arjun Singh. | cherish my personal relationship
with him and have fond memories of him. His company was always enjoyable and enlightening.
He had an inspirational and impressive personality. Shri Arjun Singh was a tall leader, able administrator
and a fine person. He was a man of pluralistic and egalitarian vision.

Shri Arjun Singh was a strong, seasoned and astute leader who made immense contribution to the nation
in various capacities as Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Union Minister and Governor of Punjab. He was
a man of few words and believed in action. He had many achievements to his credit. He steered Madhya
Pradesh to new heights of progress and prosperity during his three terms as Chief Minister of the State.
Barely three months after he took over as the Chief Minister, he founded a new and independent department
of culture in M.P Government. Under his leadership, the M.P. Government was the first state Government
o do s0. As Governor of Punjab, his contribution in inking the Rajiv-Longowal accord was immense as it
- paved the way for restoring peace in Punjab. He had a flair for writing and most of the time he used to draft

[ important speeches himself.

' Shri Arjun Singh was secular and a true nationalist. He was a great asset to the Congress Party and
the N'ation which he served with full dedication and commitment throughout his life. He will always
remain alive in our hearts.

dig

_ -
Virbhadra Singh
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Sheila Dikshit B-2, Nizamuddin East,
New Delhi - 110013, India

Tel. : 011-24356941
Mob. : 9971283487

A Great Administrator

Shri Arjun Singh was one of the tallest leaders of 20th century India and also of the early
21th century. He was a very sagacious politician, a great administrator and dedicated to the
ideology of the Congress Party. In changing times and the needs of the nation his approach
to ideological changes without compromising on the basics within the Congress were
welcomed and adopted.

The Longowala Accord was a Landmark in the improvement of conditions in Punjab towards
normalcy. It was a historic agreement towards the solution of a modern and normal state.
Punjab we recall was strife-torn and a cause of great concern to the Indian nation. The country
cannot forget his contribution towards the stabilization of Punjab.

' In the central government his contribution as a Cabinet Minister was no less. His participation

in the deliberations of the C.W.C. were respected and adopted. This was the impression of

| many senior members of the C.W.C.

His. split with the governance of P.V. Narsimha Rao was based on principles and not on a

. desire for self aggrandizement. His sincere belief was that the principles of J.L. Nehru,

. Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi were being over looked. Therefore he took the bold step

. of splitting the party.

. His admirers were many but so were his distracters out of envy. But he remained true and bold

and never compromised on his beliefs.

For those of us who knew him and saw his commitment and work, he shall remain an

Inspiration. ] -
Sheila Dikshit
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The Honour of being a Colleague

The lasting impressions vyith me regarding my association and interactions with Shri Arjun
Singhil continue to remain as fresh'and epdeaqng as t.hey were before he physically left ys.
[ had the fortune _of associating with Arjun Singhji in many programmes during the last
hree decades of his life.

[ was in University at the time when his contributions as the Chief Minister of Madhya
pradesh and later as the Governor of Punjab were part of the chronicles of contemporary
history. As the President of the Students Federation of India between 1984 and 1986, 1
had to attend many memorial meetings in the Punjab when our comrades were killed by
the fundamentalist forces during those turbulent times. The Rajiv-Longowal Accord,
which many correctly feel, was a milestone in the achievements of Shri Arjun Singhji's
illustrious political life. This was welcomed by all those seeking relief from such attacks
mounted by the fundamentalist forces. For the people of Punjab and India, this carried
the hope of return of peace and normalcy in the prosperous state of Punjab.

Since the mid-eighties, I had the honour of meeting him off and on. It was only a decade
later that on issues of the defence of India's unity and integrity and safeguarding the
secular democratic character of the Indian Republic did my association with him grow.

It was in 1996 that one morning Arjun Singhji came to my Spartan quarters in Vithalbhai
Patel House in Delhi. This was completely unexpected. As is our practice, this was a one
room Communist fulltime worker’s quarters. I did not even have a land telephone line
those days. My school going daughter, who is now teaching modern history at Edinburgh,
Vas too shocked to open the door for a very big political leader. She spent years
recollecting that experience. That was the day when the results of the 1996 Lok Sabha
elections were being declared. In those days of counting the ballot papers, this was a long
ErolfeSS. The reports that I was receiving was that Arjun Singhji was trailing in the Satna
oro . S‘?bha seat. To my utter surprise, Arjun Singhji did not display any deg.ree of concern
thenn?“ety at such a possibility. Though he lost the election, he played an important role
i the formation of the United Front, which after defeating the 13-day Atal Behar
dﬁzzee government in the confidence vote in the Lok Sabha went on to form }:h_e
Pf0bab1me government with Shri Deve Gowda as the Prime Minister. Arjun Sl:lg Jnll’
not 4| Y, never forgave me for the decision taken by the CPI(M) Central Commiuttee
OWing Jyoti Basy to become the Prime Minister of India.

-



The fall of the United Front government and the subsequent assumption of offj
BJP-led NDA government under Mr. Vajpayee in the 1998 electhns, its defeat by gpe
vote in the Lok Sabha and the subsequent 1999 Lok Sabha- elections
intense efforts to safeguard the secular democratic founc%atnons of In
when the BJP-led NDA returned to form the government in 1999, the battle against the
communal onslaught against our Republican order became a full blown crusade,
There were many programmes on specific issues against the activities of the
communal forces that I had the fortune to be associated with Arjun Singhji.

dia. Eventually,

It was during this period before the 2004 General Elections that in opposition to the
refusal by the Vajpayee government to convene a meeting of the National Integration
Council that Arjun Singhji came up with the idea of organizing a People's National
Integration Council meeting. This was held in the Parliament House Annexe with many
leaders of all secular parties participating. Such efforts along with multifarious other
activities in defence of modem India's secular democratic character contributed greatly to
the historic defeat of the BJP and the combination of communal forces in the 2004 General

Elections. Such an outcome appeared completely unbelievable to large sections of the
Indian people who were bombarded with slogans like "Shining India' etc. It is a big

achievement that the communa] forces were kept at bay and eventually defeated

Wi
parties began the task of cleaning various areas of governance that were relentlessly
communalized during the BJP-led NDA government. The most important area was to comba!

the intense communalization of the country's education system and activities of our premief
research organizations. Arjun

Singhji was given this important responsibility when he

v ihe charge a5 a Cabinet Minister with the charge of HRD Ministry. The
syst IShment of the secylar democratic character and content of the Indian education
ystem was an arduous task tha he undertook admirably.
ggutga?l_ng.hj.i Was probably the first senjor political leader in the country who had ‘we]g
: Me to enter the Parliament. For many years, | had a‘,’md. )

at politics meang bla’-nent o th.e basis of an understanding (which 1 still maintain

and the effort to influence peoplcs

ce by the

:
:
1

Was a period of



consciousness for the f:reation of a better India fulfilling the promises made to the
Indian people at the time of our independence. On many scores, these promises

continue to remain unredeemed. Politics, surely, must never be viewed as advancing
a career.

Events have their way of asserting. Following the election of CPI(M) Parliamentary
leader in the Lok Sabha, Somnath Chatterjee as the Speaker, the Party decided that there

was a need for the CPI(M)'s political articulation in Parliament and decided to send me
to Rajya Sabha in 2005.

For many years, I had the honour of being a colleague of Shri Arjun Singhji in the Rajya
Sabha. In 2005, 1 suddenly received an intimation that the HRD Minister would be pleased
to have me join the official Indian delegation to attend the UNESCO's 60" anniversary at
Paris. That was a memorable experience. The humdrum of political existence and activities
in lndnq often do not leave sufficient time that could be spent with senior political leaders
like Arjun Singhji. To a large extent, this visit to Paris as a part to the Indian delegation
gave the much needed opportunity to spend some quality time together. I continue to
ChenS_h the experiences of being a part of an official Indian delegation under Shri Arjun
Singhji's leadership,

Thftre are man

: y instances where I have had the opportunity to learn a great deal from Shni
Arjun Singhji'

ere will b S vast Gngrience. I can go on to relate many such interactions. hHopelfully;
from thi loe Other occasions when I will be able to share many a lesson that I have leamn
Ng association with Arjun Singhji.

2:;3 i(::;ff ! battles that influenced my association with Arjun Singhji alas have pecororlsi
dCutely fehe a;]d crucial in the present times. His physical absence in these tlllmis 1se 11‘:/ .
cherisht e‘ €t the memories serve as a source to steel the resglve of a th 0S > Wi
Challenges Secular democratic foundations of our modern Republic to meet the €

and march forward to create a better India.

Sitaram Yechury






Message

[ am very ha i Ari
ppy to note that Shri Arjun Singh ji has a lot of contribution to

always live in our hearts. His contribution can
the hearts

& weaker

India’s development and will

never be fi : : .

o (;;gotten. His name is written in golden words and lives in
. His whole political life is dedicated to uplifiment of farmers

Sections of society.

He will '
always be remembered with great respect.

Farooq Abdullah
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A Stellar Personality

n the last twelve years of my service _in L.A.A.S. from where I retired as Director General
1 1990. I had interacted with top political leaders of India in different ministries and mostly
in the meetings of the Public Accounts Committee. But more people came to meet me at
night to consult me astrologically at my residence. I went to the houses of four politicians
for different reasons: to the house of late Dinesh Singhji to meet some old and experienced
astrologers on his invitation: to Late Charan Singhji when he was the Prime Minister for
astrological consultation twice when he had expressed a desire to meet me and to the house
Shri Natwar Singhji to meet a remarkable Irish psychic. But for astrological consultations
Dinesh Singhji and Natwar Singhji came to my house.

The only exception I made was in the case of late Arjun Singhji whom and whose wife I met
for the first time in 1986 when I had gone to their official residence when Arjun Singhji was
HRD minister in the government of Shri Rajiv Gandhi. The reason was the instruction of a
great saint Mauni Baba whom I had first met in the house of late Shri Nagendra Singh, former
judge of the International Court of Justice and with whom I had lost touch. Later I came to
know from a woman disciple of his that after the death of Nagendra Singhji, Baba was
coming to the house of Arjun Singhji in Delhi. In my presence, once Baba told Arjun Singhji
and his wife to consult me only for astrology and asked me to give them consultation in their
house.

Before I had met Arjun Singhji and his wife, his daughter Veenaji had come to meet with
Shri A.U.Singh Deo, now a member of Rajya Sabha, at my house and looking at her
horoscope I had asked her to concentrate on social work which she has been doing very
well and with great enthusiasm. Later the second son of Arjun Singhji, Shri Ajay had
come to meet me and I had asked him who had advised him to join politics. Surprised he
asked me what was wrong. I had told that he was going to get lnvolvgd in a big
controversy and that happened when the Churhat lottery episode became explosive for some

years till it died down.

[ ' I came to know that an
W ve such an instruction became c!ear to me.laycr when >
astl:gllc?a:ra ogfaDelhi, more notorious for sensational prediction than real ability, had told the
wife og Arjun Singhji that her husband would be shot dead and a pistol shot would penctrate



his forchead. There were some matters which had better been discussed in the privacy of bs
house and that suited me.

In so many meetings of ours, we never discussed politics and if we had, some bitternegs
could have crept in. With the passing of the Gandhian era, greatness in public life hag
collapsed into opportunism, pseudo secularism had become a vote catching shibboleth,
I had served as a personal volunteer of Mahatma Gandhi in Sevagaram in my early teens
and am only one year junior to Arjun Singhji in age. As the son of an idealist great and
famous editor of the National Herald, the founder editor of the National Herald,
late Shri K.Rama Rao, I had personally seen from closest quarters the famous political
leaders of the Gandhian era and known them personally in the pre independence era.
I had my own political convictions though it is the government service I drifted into and
kept my political opinions to myself. Arjun Singhji knew it and appreciated that I had my

own strong private political convictions. Fortunately, no occasion arose ever for us to
discuss politics and disagree disagreeably.

I looked deeply into his horoscope and kept the readings to myself till one day
Mrs. Arjun Singh sent me a message to meet them in the hotel room. I went there , saw the
depressed face of Arjun Singhji and straightaway told him that in 1991 the Congress Part.y
would come back into power and he would be an important cabinet minister. The rest 1S
history---in 1991 the Congress party formed a government at the centre under the late
P.V.Narasimha Rao and Arjun Singhji became HRD Minister for a second time.

No big occasion arose for the next four years for me to give any major prediction 0
{‘\TJUH Singhji. In 1990, when the Congress party was out of power an article had appeared
in the Navbharat Times, the Hindi sister paper of the Times of India, under the name of
Arjun Singhji, pathetic in tone and a half willing acceptance of fate. He had undergone an
open heart surgery and was resting in an air conditioned room of a hospital. It was 35

though the razzle dazzle of politics was only a faint memory now and what awaited him
was oblivion.

Having retirqd in 1990, I had to vacate the government bungalow in six months and Wh'il:
I was preparing to move, Arjun Singhji asked me not to move and made me the l‘ll-lgh
chairman of the Sanskrit Parishad where the work was of financial nature, for Wit

.




Sanskrit scholarship was not required. I ¢
; . I could retai
half, I requ : in the gov
e ed 0 buy and not remain depen 2t 1 wanted 1o v e o it
E{e -nd his wife were Surprisesly iln? not remain dependent on theechto @OVC Into a smatl
and I moved awa : arity of govern
them throughout : : y to east Delh e ment.
ghout often going to their house for dinner or lunchl :rlll(ti Leénalped 11n touch with
casional astrological

consultation.

Strangely, one day Arjun Singhji
- O gh_ll asked me to . .
his wife for a : 5 . - to meet him privat :
DT s :na:gt;’é?flcallpredlctlon sometime in 1998 anIZI aSk:(lin,nI;O\Lﬁn ;he presence of
here was no danger ex%:eerpt }ﬁzglzﬁlgrl:br?' ['assured him that for another e?;hfrol;l;ilxigey?aan

i . em 1 : IS
again become a cabinet minister at the centrse which would increase and that he would once

IfTever envied Arjun Singhyji i :

which have nowAb;]e:ﬁ ggilg}tlj ldlt was for his huge library, a great collection of various book

ever had though this £ ate to some llbrgry. He was one of the best read politicians Ind'S

often he referred to so ;(;elt) Ofkhtls personality was not known to many except me becaug
. 00 .

children have been brilliant. o seek support for his arguments. Academically, he and his

NDA in 0
W .
power then had introduced astrology as a subject of study in non Sanskrit

Universities but i

minister for thl:atthmirflot(-)4 when the UPA came into power and Arjun Singhji became HRD

He smiled and said t}ime’ I had asked him whether he would allow astrology to continue.
at he would not touch the decision as he knew more than eighty

Percent politici
1
cians consulted astrologers and were not opposed to astrology

mohan Singhji and  told

Some
yea
rs later he was dropped from the cabinet of Man
hould accept it all as the

IS.Arjun Sj
fina] gyp set lélgh that her husband's career was OVer and they s
e n the long career of Arjun Singhji.
Mahada :
sha was changing, from Jupiter's to Saturn and [ had seen it as ebbing away
iod he breathed his

t°n4Marcll)1021:)tllcﬁl career and life itself. In Saturn Venus perl

Sincerely,
K. N. Rao



A Progressive Politician

I'met Shri Ajrun Singh in July 1948 when he joined Allahabad University. Shri V.P.Singh
also Joined in the same year. I was one year senior to them. As the luck would have it
V.P. Singh, Raja of Manda, became Prime Minister of India while Arjun Singh just missed
the grand opportunity. His rise in politics was remarkable. He came from a remote
village in Sidhi District of Vindhya Pradesh. He was shy, spoke little and listened more.
He grew up to be an aggresive politician, knowledgeable & excellent orator both in Hifldl
and English. He was a voracious reader and had indepth knowledge of current affairs

Development politics was his strength. His opponents joined together to oppose him and
eventually he lost the race for Primeministership.



i Singh entered th.e political. arena in 1957 w.hen he was just 26
1 won assembly election 45 an independent ca.ndldate but later joined the Congress Party.
He Was close to Nehru family. In 1963, P.andlt Dwarika Prasad Mishra inducted him in
1is Cabinet Here he go.t the first f)pportumty to display his many faceted talents. He did
come pioneering work in developing agriculture in the newly formed Madhya Pradesh.
Madhya Pradesh was created by amalgamation of erstwhile Madhya Bharat, Bhopal, Vindhya
pradesh & Hindi speaking Mahakaushal region (including Chhattisgarh) of C.P. & Berar
state. The state had different climatic zones, while Bastar (South part) had over 1600mm
of rain, Malwa (western part) had just 800mm of rain. He made meticulous plans for
development of agriculture in the various regions. Economy of the new sate dependent
on agriculture. He was instrumental in bringing about the green revolution in the new
state. His administration and planning brought about prosperity in the State.

years old. That year

In 1966 1 came to Bhopal with desire to enter the political arena. He guided me at this stage.
[ wanted to contest from the Sidhi parliamentary seat in the ensuing general elcetions. I did
not get it, main reason being that I was a green horn in politics. My desire was fulfilled a
year later in 1967 when I got elected as an M.L.A.

In 1977 when the Congress party was in the opposition he was the leader of opposition.
With his old fiat car he drove all around the state. From Bastar in the South to Gwalior in the
north. Sometimes he did not even have a driver. I was his driver when we drove from
Bhopal to Mandsour and back. He injected life into the demoralised congress party. He led
th_e Party to victory in the 1980 election and was elected as the Chief Minister.
H‘S. wife Smt. Saroj Kumari (My younger cousin sister) had a major role in his successful
Politcal career a5 she managed his entire home affairs perfectly so he could concentrate

t . ..
“tally on his political |ife & profession.

he head of the State govt.
d he would like to make
ly said that

A .

I I;edw ¢ra dawned for Madhya Pradesh with Arjun Singh becoming t.

me v,“(’t Contested the 1980 elections. In 1982 he called me and sai oule
¢ Chairman of the State Planning Board of Madhya Pradesh. 1 half joking



1l now this Board accmodated retired politicians only so why did he want me to retire,
lll{p'm atz:st reply was- because you have good experience of planning as you have held so
ls e . . .
many important departments in Govind Narain Singh led government.

I joined State Planning Board. He gave me many powers. He used to give me ic'ieas for. the
development of the State. Progress was made in Bansagar-Hydropgwer-Irngatlon project.
We made rational and realistic plans for the State. Pithampur-Industrial estate was his brain
child. He asked me to prepare a development plan of Bastar. Agriculture, Irrigation, Forest
produce collection and processing, cottage industry were vital to economic development of
Bastar. Education, health and conectivity were given prime importance. For some reason the
plan was not implemented. Mainly, because he had to go to Punjab as the Governor soon
after he had brought a historic repeat victory for Congress party in Madhya Pradesh. Naxal

leaders say that had the plan been implemented they would have found it difficult to get
a foothold in Bastar.

With his guidence the State Planning Board made elaborate plans for the Urban and Rural
areas f’f S‘f‘te- The plans were implemented and Madhya Pradesh progressed. The
r’:‘:(’)'l‘l‘r‘llsﬁflqn was transparent, He was a socialist at heart. In 1998 when I became water
¢ Minister in the State, he called me to Delhi and said you had started planning for

on River in 1968 whep you were in Govind Narain Singh cabinet,

easc.a complete it as it is the lifeline of Vindhya region. He said



uptill now this Board accmodated retired politicians only so why did he want me to retire.
His earnest reply was- because you have good experience of planning as you have held so
many important departments in Govind Narain Singh led government.

I joined State Planning Board. He gave me many powers. He used to give me ideas for the
development of the State. Progress was made in Bansagar-Hydropower-Irrigation project
We made rational and realistic plans for the State. Pithampur-Industrial estate was his brain
child. He asked me to prepare a development plan of Bastar. Agriculture, Irrigation, Forest
produce collection and processing, cottage industry were vital to economic development of
Bastar. Education, health and conectivity were given prime importance. For some reason the
plan was not implemented. Mainly, because he had to go to Punjab as the Governor soon
after he had brought a historic repeat victory for Congress party in Madhya Pradesh. Naxal
leaders say that had the plan been implemented they would have found it difficult to get
a foothold in Bastar.

With his guidence the State Planning Board made elaborate plans for the Urban and Rural

areas of State. The plans were implemented and Madhya Pradesh progressed. The
Admmnstrafio.n was transparent, He was a socialist at heart. In 1998 when I became Walef
resource Minister in the State, he called me to Delhi and said you had started planning for

.Bz?nsagar Project on Son River in 1968 when you were in Govind Narain Singh cabinet
it 1s still incomplete so please complete it as it is the lifeline of Vindhya region. He said
some politicians do not want it to be completed. I promised I will do it. It was to genera®
ll()OO Mega watt H'ydro.power and irrigate over 5 lakh acres of dry region of i

completed the project in October 2000, Water flowed through Sehawal canal to Churb
area of Sidhi district, He thanked me profusely and said, “my dream has come truc”

nghde®

Dr. Ramc Raips"
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A Brave Crusaider

Arjun Singh's brief tenure as Punjab Governor may be seen in perspective. He was sent to

gunjab o fill the political vacuum and diffuse the alienation of the Sikhs after Operation
lue Star and the 1984 riots.

3}]11: "as a seemingly insurmountable task. An analogy may be drawn in present Pakistan
re

Law a?tUbhc figures have been intimidated into silence on the issue of the Anti lilasghle]p;z
Gove, r the assassination of the Pakistan Minority Affairs Minister and Ej eec:; rJian
]eaders}(,)'r by religious fundamentalists. In 1985 Punjab, the Sikh political an t:m o
- ang ear]ilp Vas In prison. The persons bereaved, displaced or affected by the ct\;enThc 1981

uas di\'i((i:r e understandably agitating for justice and retribution veheme'rll“r)l'., Bt
dialogue :v on Sectarian lines. In the circumstances, no Sikh Leader was Willing

: “trai the Panth with all
the COnseql:énctehSe,,GOVemment for fear of being dubbed a “traitor of



I trast. there was pressure from Sectarian Hindu groups and official quarters to treq
—— . : ‘ s .

Pn i nb as a Law and Order problem. Dialogue was appeasement. Any person from civj]
UU_IClt\ and Human Rights groups seeking justice and an amicable solution were dubbeq

society gnts g g

anti-national and appeasists.

In the event Agun Singh, to paraphrasez the Roman General Julius Caesars military
campaign in ancient Egypt, came to Punjat_), saw z_md conquered._l—le got released over
two thousands political prisoners from detention inspite of strong resistance and qbstrucnon
by the Union Home Ministry. The Rajiv Gandhi-Longowal Accord was signed and
lejab had peaceful elections inspite of the assassination of Sant Longowal.

Of all the leaders of his time, perhaps Arjun Singh alone could have achieved this feat
in a few months. Politicians generally take up causes to further their careers and partisan
interests. This may apply to Arjun Singh too. He was a pragmatic politician or else he
would not have held high office for over 40 years. However, he was not a hypocrite.

He believed in the cause of minorities and the d

right. He sgcccc_ded in Punjab because he was genuinely concerned for the State and its
people. Arjun Singh's success in Punjab and his tenure as Vice President of the Congress

led to heart bum amongst his colleagues. In addition, the infighting amongst the

Akalis and the Punjab Congress allowed his initiative in Punjab to fade away once he
left the State,

eprived both in national interest and as

In his brief assocj
the setting up of
As the HRD M
Mohali. A syst
Punjab. With b

ation of about eight months w
_thc Kapurthala Coach Facto
Inister, he had a big role in
¢Malic campaign wag conduct
$ death, Punjab anq the Sikhs h

ith Punjab as Governor, Arjun Singh initiated
ry and the Longowal Institute of Technology
giving clearance for the Knowledge City If
ed by his opponents to keep him away from
ave lost a true friend.

Gurbir Singh



A Humble Messiah

My association with Shri Arjun .Singh bqgan with my postipg as Collector of District Sidhi
during 1978-79. Frrom then on, till my retirement from IAS in 2006,.1 was closely associated
with Shri Arjun Singh in onc way or another. The one quality of his that impressed me the
most was his graciousness. I can cite many occasions when I was witness to his graciousness.

Sidhi is a backward district on the Uttar Pradesh Border of Madhya Pradesh which falls in
the rain shadow region and has been suffering from severe drought due to scanty rains and
no irrigation worth the name. Sidhi was under a severe drought during my tenure there.
Shri Arjun Singh, as the leader of Opposition in the Madhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha was
leading an agitation in Sidhi to force the State Government to initiate action to mitigate the
effect of drought in the district . There was a rumor that the agitators were planning to bring
an elephant to the Collectorate (like Shri Suresh Seth did during an agitation in front of the
Legislative Assembly in Bhopal). The District Police was nonplussed and had no idea of
how to deal with an elephant in the procession. The Superintendent of Police Shri Swaraj
Puri, had a brilliant brain wave. He knew that a contraption that can be used to stop an
elephant was there in Arjun Singh's home in village Sada near Churhat. We lost no time in
bﬂ_nging the contraption from Sada to the District Head quarter to be used in case the
4gltators do bring the elephant there. Fortunately, better sense prevailed and the agitators
did not bring any elephant and we could heave a sigh of relief . The agitators courted
amest in large numbers and we had to send Shri Arjun Singh to the Rewa jail. It was

géipawali the next day. Shri Arjun Singh spent Deepawali in Rewa jail and was on hunger
rike. .

Election time has a tendency to bring more trouble to the District Administration.

Sembly elections were announced. The undivided Sidhi District had six assembly
COnstituencies, Congress and BJP were the main parties in the fray. As leader of opposition,
Jun Singh had the responsibility for oversceing the clection in the entire state and could

not . : o
devote much time to his home district.

After the Nomination process for the election was completed, I as the 'returning officer' I had

p'c uty to assign election symbols to the various contestants. The official s)’“}b(’l of I_’Oli_tiCﬂl
arty is reserved for the official candidates of the party. Each party has to specifically indicate



o the Returning Officer the names of the official party candidates. For some unknown reason
the high ups in the Congress party in MP failed to send official intimation regarding its official

candidates for the six assembly constituencics in the distr.icl. Shri Arjun Singh was.nol present
in the district and his younger son Shri Ajay Singh‘wus in chqrgc. He made franllc cfforts o
get the official letter of authorization of the names of the SIX Oﬂlcm! pa.rty cz‘mdldatcs. But Sidh;
is remote location made it impossible to get the authority letter in time for the allotment of
symbol and in the absence of such an authority letter, I as !'cturni.ng ofﬁpcr could not have
allotted the official reserved party symbol to any candidate including Shri Arjun Singh, whe
had filed his nomination from Churhat constituency. Ajay Singh told me the names of the six
nominces who are likely to be made official party candidates and requested that all these six
nominees be given a common election symbol.

['agreed to the suggestion and decided that the six persons indentified by Shri Ajay Singh for six
assembly constituencies will be allotted any common symbol. Ajay Singh chose "Railway Engine"
as the common symbol for the six candidates. Ironically, Sidhi has virtually no railway line and
most of the population of the district has never even seen a Railway Engine.

I also advised that the Congress Party could approach the Election Commission at Delhi in
appeal against the order of the Returning Officer on allocation of the symbol. If they are
able to convince the Commission that the party was prevented from reaching the authority
letter to the Returning Officer in time for reasons beyond their control, there is a definite

possibility that the Commission will allow me to allot the party symbol to the authorized
candidates.

The Congress party approached the Election Commission and the Commission allotted the
official party symbol to Shri Arjun Singh and the other five official candidates of the party.

Election went off peacefully, congress won the majority and Shri Arjun Singh become the
Chief Minister of the State.

My well-wishers had predicted that Shri Arjun Singh would be very annoyed with me 0F
~ account of the symbol affair and on account of putting him in jail on Deepawali day. [ was
- quite apprehensive too.

A few days after becoming the CM, Shri Arjun Singh made his first official tour to his



home district. I was ready for an unpleasant encounter and a dressing down from the
Chief Minister. But to my utter amazement I found no trace of rancour in the CM.

He called me and said that my order on the symbol case was perfectly in order. After all,
the Returning Officer has no business to decide as to who will be the official candidate
of a party in an election. If the Returning Officer had allotted the official symbol to any
one without proper authorization, it would have led to problems in an election petition to
both the candidates and the Returning Officer.

The newly elected CM quickly allayed all my apprehensions and put me at ease.
Mrs. Saroj Singh was also very considerable to my wife during the three day tour of the
new CM to the district. The CM told me in so many words that my action on the
allotment of symbol was perfectly correct and any deviation would have jeopardized the
Congress candidates position in an election petition. Not only was I not punished but
I was offered a position in CM's Secretariat at Bhopal as Dy. Secretary, causing much
astonishment and also admiration for the new CM among my colleagues.

We at the CM's Secretariat used to organize files disposal camps to clear the arrears of
paperwork that accumulated relentlessly in the office. These camps were held in remote
guest houses where the CM could be expected to devote some time for paperwork undisturbed
by visitors. One such camp was held in a small town in Hoshangabad district.

A large staff of officers, clerks , peons , drivers etc. has to be housed and fed for three or
four days in these camps, involving not inconsiderable expenditure. The CM Secretariat
never had to feel any embarrassment whatsoever on account of this as the CM himself
used to graciously pay for all the expenses of the entire retinue.

It has been a long innings for me with Shri Arjun Singh. I had learnt a lot from him;. have
great admiration for his many qualities. A lot could be achieved during those days in the
field of public policy and new ground broken in many fields.

l'use this opportunity to place on record my humble respects _to arguably the best Chief
Minister that Madhya Pradesh has seen in the six decades of its existence.

K. Shankar Narayanan

IAS Private Secretary to Arjun Singh as Chief Minister & Governor Punjab ’
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With his Mother Smt, Mohini Devj w
till her death in 1994

ho was his inspiration
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Mr. Arjun Singh at 6 Months
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It has been more than five years since my father passed away but the feeling that he is s
exists in all of us. To commemorate the achievements of his life as a true nationalist — we g af}rou%d
amily

decided to set up a foundation — The Arjun Singh Sadbhavana Foundation.

We toyed with several possible names before settling for 'Sadbhavana' —a word that aptly represen
the core of what my father stood for throughout his long tenure in public life. It is also today's mﬁ

of the hour — for a more united and peaceful world.

Sadbhavana (Sanskrit roots : 'Sat' and 'Bhav’) - the Hindi word that means 'goodwill among all' -
maybe be interpreted in multiple ways through other associated words, each of which are similar in

meaning but reflect only a facet of the larger idea of Sadbhavna.

« Karuna (&%0m) « Sahanubhuti (FETY{<) * Vaatsalya (q@%)
« Daya (1) « Mitrata (f=a) * Prem ()
« Kshama (&79) « Kapat Rahit Vichaar (@ue wifeq faam)
The logo we developed for the foundation draws inspiration from four quintessentially Indian metaphors
— the sun, the chakra, the bindu and the circular form.
« The sun represents 'all giving and forgiving'
« The chakra represents 'continuity'
* The bindu represents 'focus’
« The circle represents 'the infinite, eternity'

. ' divers¢ worls
Under the aegis of the foundation, we intend to carry forward my father's legacy through
in the public service arena — promoting the spirit of Sadbhavana in all that we do.

Circle

Sun Chakra Bindu
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